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These widely scattered outposts, amongst which many
individual or isolated units have not been specifically named,
complete the description of the British Colonial*Empire.
It is beyond the scope of this work to describe the depen-
dencies, protectorates or mandates of the Dominions or
India, for which Great Britain has no responsibility, just as
at present the Dominions on their part share no responsi-
bility for the lands and peoples enumerated in the foregoing
chapters. Whether those conditions will be in any way
modified in the future must receive some consideration in the
concluding chapter. Meanwhile, it may suffice to state briefly
what are those territories within the Empire which bear
some relation to the other members of the Common wealth.
Australia is responsible for Papua (formerly British New
Guinea) and the territory of New Guinea (formerly Ger-
man), the latter under mandate. The two countries together
form the eastern half of the great island of New Guinea,
the western half of which is Dutch. Excluding Australia
itself. New Guinea is the largest island in the world, its
total area being about 235,000 square miles. Australian
territory, together with a number of islands off the New
Guinea Coast, forms about half this area. Australia also
controls Norfolk and other small islands and a wedge of
Antarctic mainland territory.
Canada has no dependencies. There have been in the
past tentative moves for the union of Newfoundland with
the Dominion, and these might take shape again if sufficient
support were found on both sides. New Zealand administers
under mandate the territory of Western Samoa (formerly
German) and she is also responsible for the Tokdan group
of islands off Samoa, and for the Ross dependency in the
Antarctic. South Africa controls the mandated territory of
South West Africa (formerly German), about 318,000 square
miles in extent, which is now virtually part of the Union.